
Shuggy Boats – Programme Notes

Intro 
Fiona Introduces touch tour. 

Characters

On Stage - Intro to Touch Tour by Fiona. “The play starts at Maeve's 60th birthday party. The play is set in Tynemouth in the time of 2021…”

Seven actors appear on stage. 

Alicya reads: We start with a family;

Maeve, recently turned sixty, dresses casually but elegantly in jeans or trousers with blouses and wedge sandals. Her dark curly hair sits just above her shoulders and she wears glasses and silver jewellery.

Jocka, Maeve's husband, is balding with white hair and a white beard, usually dressed in jeans and a short-sleeved shirt.

Ryan, Maeve and Jocka's son aged thirty-five, has floppy dark hair and wears jeans with a vest or T-shirt, sometimes adding a jacket.

Angie is Maeve's sister has short grey hair, dark-rimmed glasses and uses a crutch. She wears jeans and casual tops.

Carolyn, is Angie's daughter, aged thirty-four, usually appears in jeans and a T-shirt. Her strawberry-blonde hair falls just below her shoulders, though it is tied in a messy bun when she feels ill in one scene.

Fingers Foster, not in the family, aged forty-five, wears black skinny jeans with black tops and boots. Her short curly hair is shaved on one side.

Soroosh takes over:
One performer plays three roles: Scottish Kenny, Stevo the traveller and Kaz.

Scottish Kenny works behind the bar. He shuffles around the stage in joggers and a loose polo shirt, with long curly hair tied in a ponytail and a tea towel over one shoulder.

Stevo wears a waistcoat over a sleeveless T-shirt with jeans, work boots and a flat cap. He moves with relaxed confidence. (Speaks some Romany)

Kaz is dressed entirely in black, with long curly hair around his shoulders.

The remaining actors each play a single character, making small costume changes when they reappear to suggest the passage of time.



On Screen

Several characters appear through video calls on screens.
Sharon from the Co-op (Denise Welch) wearing sunglasses and holding a cocktail.

Geordie the Geordie (Si King) appears in a black-and-white striped shirt and nightcap.

Helen Harper (Charlie Hardwick) sits in a stylish lounge holding a wine glass, with a sign behind her reading “Love happens here.”

Gladys (Barbara Heslop), aged ninety, appears holding a mug.

Fiona - Set
The stage is irregularly shaped, with two back walls meeting at a right angle. Both are covered in wooden pallets. Festoon lights are strung across the stage creating a relaxed bar atmosphere.

There are two entrances on the right side of the stage: one near the front and another in the back corner where the walls meet. Above the corner entrance hangs a sign reading “Shuggy’s.” We are now going to invite you up on to the stage to explore the world of the play.

Soorosh - Front Stage
Slightly left of centre, steps lead from the audience onto the stage. Beside them sits a crate with thick rope draped over it. On the other side of the steps is a bundle of fish net. At the top of the steps sits a wooden stump used as a seat throughout the play.

 Fiona - Shuggy Boat
Just beyond the steps sits the shuggy boat, slightly off centre. It is represented by a blue wooden L-shaped box on a riser, edged with rope and netting and surrounded by piles of sand.

A tall mast rises from the corner of the structure with ropes attached to poles on either side, evoking the seaside fairground ride. When the space is used for other scenes the ropes are released and hang beside the mast.
The Shuggy boat is a magic space and also a metaphor…

Alicya - Bar Area
To the left against the pallet wall is a box used as a seat. The pallets contain shelves holding bottles, glasses and a black cash tin.
Two steps lead up to the shuggy boat platform. Near the corner entrance a waist-height bar protrudes from the wall.

Soorosh - Jocka’s Living Room
Further right a small raised platform represents Jocka’s living room. It contains a floral armchair, a stool with a laptop and headphones, a shelf of books and a lamp. A vertical blue light suggests the glow of a television.

Fiona - Right Side Stage
Back on the main stage to the right sits a small square table. Nearby are a deckchair, two stacked stools and a radio on a pallet shelf near the front entrance.

Alicya - Screens
Three screens are integrated into the pallet walls: one on each wall and one above the bar entrance.
This central screen shows time jumps (such as “Two days later”) and karaoke lyrics. The side screens display video calls or Ryan’s phone screen. When unused they show wooden pallet imagery to blend with the set.

Soorosh - Lighting and Sound
The preset uses soft ambient lighting with the festoon lights on, creating the atmosphere of a welcoming bar.

Scenes set outdoors in Tynemouth include the sound of the sea and mottled lighting resembling sunlight on water.

Ryan’s flat is lit with cool tones across the front stage, while Jocka’s living room uses warm lighting contrasted by the cool blue glow of the television.

Scene transitions are marked by coloured LED strips within the pallet walls.

A bright light at the top of the shuggy boat, accompanied by a “ding,” marks moments of reflection or emotional realisation.

During the Mastermind sequence, two harsh spotlights appear: one on the box beside the steps and another near the table. Someone stamp floor to sound map the space.

Ask people to take their seats.

Visuals and Scenes

Fiona - Act 1
Scene 1 – Maeve’s Sixtieth

After blackout the pallet walls glow with blue water-like lighting. Maeve sits on the shuggy boat, while the Bobby Shaftoe theme is playing, under a white spotlight while the centre screen reads “Tynemouth, 2021.”
The screen rewinds to “8 hours earlier.” Party music and coloured lights begin as the side screens announce “Maeve is 60.”

Carolyn and Ryan burst in with balloons and decorate the bar while Jocka enters through the audience. Carolyn pops a balloon, startling everyone, then removes one of the shuggy boat ropes.

Angie arrives carrying two helium balloons printed with Patrick Swayze’s face.

Video calls appear from Sharon from the Co-op, Geordie the Geordie (sitting very close to the camera) and Helen Harper, who abruptly ends the call after a revelation.

Later Jocka leaves with one of the Swayze balloons.

When the party ends Maeve falls asleep on the shuggy boat. During the transition Kenny tidies the bar and covers her with a blanket.

Soroosh - Scene 2 – Morning After

The screen reads “Early next morning.”
Maeve wakes and calls Kenny to help her down. While he fetches coffee she takes a call from Helen, pacing the stage wrapped in the blanket.
Fingers enters with the cash tin and opens a can of Coke, interrupting the call.
Kenny returns with coffee and attempts to whistle through the takeaway lid. Maeve gives him money, which he immediately passes to Fingers, who gives him a form and pen.
After they leave, Fingers finishes her drink, removes the second shuggy rope, studies the mast and exits.

Alicya - Scene 3
Jocka sits in his armchair using his laptop and headphones. Flashing blue lights and upbeat music accompany the transition as he leaves.

Fiona - Scene 4 – Ryan’s Flat
Cool lighting reveals Ryan fastening his belt while Kaz adjusts his hair. Kaz attempts a hug but Ryan pushes him away and sends him out before his family arrives.
Maeve, Angie and Carolyn enter. Saying she cannot return home, Maeve places a suitcase on the table and takes out two bottles of wine.
Ryan storms out with them, but Maeve calmly produces a third bottle and drinks from it.
She later sits on the stump at the front of the stage, lost in thought, before leaving through the audience.

Soroosh - Scene 5
The screen reads “Two days later.”
Jocka watches television when Ryan enters. Irritated that the programme is a repeat, Ryan switches it off but Jocka quietly turns it back on.
When marking is mentioned Ryan grabs exercise books and exits. During the transition Jocka briefly stands in the sea-lit area near the shuggy boat before returning to his armchair.

Alicya - Scene 6
The screen reads “That evening.”
Kaz enters looking unhappy and checks his phone as the Blindr dating app appears on the screens.
Maeve arrives and takes his drink. Later she answers a FaceTime call from Gladys.
After the call Maeve switches on the radio and dances freely under pink lighting. Ryan enters, turns the radio off and argues with her before leaving. Maeve follows.
Kenny tidies the bar as the lighting returns to cool sea tones.

Fiona - Scene 7 – Shuggy Fish Shack
The screen reads “Next morning.”
Carolyn enters wearing sunglasses and drinking coffee while talking on the phone. Kenny repeatedly moves a deckchair as she wanders around.
Angie and Ryan arrive. After they leave Maeve enters and Carolyn secretly takes an unflattering photo of her.
Stevo appears with a bucket and shovel and digs sand from beneath the riser while referring to an unseen horse.
He shakes Maeve’s hand, leaves the bucket and exits.

Soroosh - Scene 8 
Jocka enters with rolled-up jeans and shoes in his hands. Sitting on the steps surrounded by water-effect lighting, he reads a letter.
Ryan sits nearby as if beside the sea. After their conversation Jocka gives him the letter.
Blackout ends Act 1.

Soroosh - Act 2
The stage resets with stools at the table and the deckchair removed.

Scene 1
The screen reads “Lezza Night at Shuggy’s.” Kenny enters with a microphone while karaoke lyrics appear on the screens. *sing karaoke songs as Jocka* During discussion of the bar’s new name he covers the Shuggy sign with a replacement.

Fiona - Scene 2
Angie calls Jocka down from his living room to sit with her on the shuggy boat. He briefly returns to fetch horseshoe magnets. They share a quiet, affectionate moment holding hands.

Scene 3
Carolyn reveals a pregnancy test. Ryan reacts with horror when she explains where he had been sitting.
Fingers prepares a romantic table with cloth, candle and champagne glasses, but just as she and Maeve lean in to kiss Angie appears and everything is hurriedly cleared away.
Later Ryan and Jocka talk on the beachfront while miming picking up and throwing stones. The Blindr app appears again on the screens.
Fingers later counts money while Maeve jokingly mimics claws when called a “cougar.”

Soroosh - Scene 4 – Mastermind
After blackout the Mastermind theme plays. Jocka sits under a spotlight while Carolyn watches from the armchair lit by television light. Kaz brings on an office chair and the Mastermind logo appears on the screen.
Jocka confidently answers questions while Carolyn watches proudly.

Alicya - Scene 5
Angie enters complaining about the unseen horse. Maeve arrives with a bag containing bright wigs, garlands and a trans pride flag. Carolyn places a garland on her head, wraps the flag around herself and gives Angie another while putting a rainbow Tina Turner wig on Maeve.

Fiona - Scene 6
The spotlight resembling Mastermind becomes Red as projections of the Jarrow March and the Great Depression appear across the back walls. Ryan enters from the audience and crouches beside Jocka, showing him something on his phone as they discuss the future.
The women burst in wearing rainbow garlands and the Mastermind chair is removed. 

Soroosh - Scene 7 – Tynemouth Pride

Rainbow lights and pop music fill the stage. Kenny and Fingers decorate with banners and a Pride flag while the screens read “Tynemouth Pride.”
Carolyn enters with a Patrick Swayze balloon and adds it to the decorations. Fingers brings on the “Love happens here” sign.
In the final moments Maeve and Fingers sit together on the shuggy boat and kiss.

Blackout.

Fiona - Bows
During the final song Ryan holds a banner reading:
“My mam’s a lesbian.”
Coloured balloons fall from the ceiling.


