The Memory Of Water - Pre-Show Programme Notes

Pre Set:
Wardrobe & coffin closed on stage Suitcase off stage stage right

Welcome to 1996
Prince Charles has divorced Diana, flip phones are the latest trend, and the Spice Girls have just released Wannabe — zig-a-zig-ah!

It is also the year that Mary, Catherine, and Teresa lose their mother, Vi. The play takes place entirely in Vi’s bedroom. The only time characters are not in the room is when they are offstage, though occasionally their voices can still be heard as if they remain somewhere in the house.

Vi’s bedroom has a rustic feel. The floor is a mix of moss-coloured carpet and wooden floorboards laid on slats. The room contains antique wooden furniture a dressing table, a wardrobe, and small bedside tables.

On the floor sits a bottle of Bell’s whisky, ready for the sisters to swig from
— which they definitely do throughout the play.

The room is cluttered. In the centre sits an overflowing suitcase, while piles of clothes and miscellaneous junk are shoved beneath the bed. On top of the wardrobe is a disorganised collection of hats, would anyone like to try the hat on? 

At the centre of the space is a messy bed dressed with floral sheets where the character Mary spends most of the play.

To the right of the wardrobe is a window covered by old lace curtains. If you were to look outside, you would see snow settling on the street. Would anyone like to have a feel of the snow? 

As you get to know the sisters, it becomes clear that they are all very different in nature.

The oldest is Teresa. She wears drab clothing: a long dark green corduroy skirt, a woollen cardigan, and worn grey slippers. Teresa carries a bag filled with essential oils and supplements which she brings out throughout the play whenever she feels overwhelmed.

Next is Mary, who first appears hungover, with her brunette hair tied in a messy bun. She wears black silk pyjamas and spends most of the play in bed. When she eventually gets up, she changes into loose, dark clothing.

Finally, there is Catherine, the blonde bombshell. She can usually be seen in a mini skirt with a joint in hand. Her aesthetic is that of a party girl complete with outlandish fur coats and large boots, would anyone like to have a feel of her bright pink fur jacket?

The ghost of their mother, Vi, makes several appearances throughout the play. Whenever jazz music reminiscent of a speakeasy begins to play, she appears on stage holding a cigarette. She wears a turquoise cocktail dress with small black heels, and the stage lighting shifts to purple to signal her haunting presence.

During the play, the sisters try on Vi’s dresses. In the scene just before the interval, Mary is wearing Vi’s turquoise dress. Would anyone like to have a feel of these dresses?

Later we meet the man in the play. First we meet Mike, Mary’s lover, who is the opposite of Frank — tall, dark, and handsome. He appears suited and professional.

Frank is Teresa’s husband. He enters wearing a woollen hat and a beige coat. Underneath he has on a chunky knitted jumper. Frank carries a black wallet containing a note from the early days of meeting his wife.

The play is packed with drama. Important objects go missing, including a green tin. Catherine has several emotional meltdowns, throwing herself onto the bed like a toddler or storming out of the room entirely.

At one particularly awkward moment later in the play, overcome with emotion, she even attempts to hump Frank.

We hope you enjoy the chaos, I now invite you to explore the touch tour.

